CHINESE   COUNTERPART   OF   WORLD   CHILDREN'S    FAVOURITE   SHOW
Coolies and their chiUren are here seen enjoying a Punch and Judy show in Old Kowloon City,
for in the Orient, as in the Occident, this humorous puppet play is a reigning favourite of the masses.
Ever ready for a piece of fun, they will stand for hours delighting in the buffoonery of a fellow-coolie;
low jests, grimaces, and antic postures exciting them to a high pitch of enthusiasm
freedom means exemption not only from customs duties, but from all control or supervision, and even from reporting the imports and exports. There are therefore no statistics of the trade of Hongkong, and all that can be stated with any degree of certainty is that, in any given year, its buying and selling are about half of those of Shanghai.
The hospitality shown to foreign nationalities was also extended to the Chinese, who have flocked to the feast of trade; in the old territory alone, a hundred years ago almost uninhabited, they now constitute 96 per cent, of the civilian population, natives of India being probably three per cent., Europeans and Americans but little over one per cent. Here you may see the Chinese merchant, selling his silk, or buying Manchester cottons for distribution through Southern China; the shrewd, keen Chinese shopkeeper, displaying the silver and lacquered ware, the embroidered silks, the carved ivories, the choice furniture of his or
his father's native land; the alert huckster, bent on supplying every need of all customers; the servant, the porter, the hewer of wood and drawer of water for the motley population. In industry Hongkong made a late start, the production of cement, and of cordage from Manilla hemp, being among the earliest enterprises. The repairing of ships led naturally to their construction, and several docks have been built for this purpose. Sugar imported from Java and the Philippines is refined in Hongkong; and sent thence to Chinese ports, the Chinese importation of Hongkong refined sugar in 1919 being 140,000 tons. Cotton-spinning mills were started in 1895, and run 55,000 spindles. To these must be added a flour-mill, a saw-mill, glass works, soap works, match works, and many others. All the prime materials have to be imported, but, subject to this restriction, there seems to be no limit to the industrial development of Hongkong under the security of the British flag.
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